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Letters to the Editor

Song Using Medicare Prices, ACA Marketplace

TO THE EDITOR:

Song (1) proposed a reliable method of using Medi-
care prices for equity and affordability in Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) marketplace. The question remains, are 
coverage policies  similar to Medicare? Health insur-
ance is a financial mechanism for paying for healthcare, 
while access refers to the process of actually obtaining 
that care (2,3). Without appropriate considerations, 
recipients may suffer diminution of critical elements 
of access with high deductibles and copays similar to 
Medicare Advantage Plans. Further, it may also be help-
ful to survey practices in wide geographic areas in dif-
ferent specialties and map alongside payments of com-
mercial insurers, which may not be as rosy as overall 
projected reimbursement profiles. 

Commercial payers and Medicare Advantage Plans 
have utilized numerous techniques of denying care 
and at the same time included significant copays and 
deductibles. Song’s approach will thus not only reduce 
costs for ACA Marketplace, but improve patient care 
through greater access. 
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